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Smart Public Intangibles (SPINTAN)
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The SPINTAN project extends both the theoretical and the empirical approach introduced by Corrado, Hulten and
Sichel (2005, 2009) including the Public Sector intangibles in their analytical framework in different complementary
directions. The main outcomes were: (1) A Public Sector Intangibles Database for a wide set of European Union
(EU) countries, supplemented by some large non EU countries complementing the harmonised intangible measures
developed by INTAN Invest. (2) Analysis of the key issues with regard to the boundaries of public intangibles
between various public and private categories, such as R&D, skill formation and IT investment. New ways to
measure Public Sector intangible capital services, and especially the rate of return on public intangibles, were
developed. (3) Analysis of the impact of Public Sector intangibles on innovation, well being and "smart" growth. The
project paid special attention to the consequences of austerity policies, i.e. the project measures the impact on
intangible assets investment of the austerity policies after the crisis and quantifies its impact on growth and well
being. The SPINTAN Project was carried out by 12 European partners and two non European Associated Members
that joined in the first months of the project. wiiw was involved in the methodological and conceptual work to
identify the relevant assets and has provided data for the new Member States and Austria to produce the envisaged
cross-country harmonised database of public sector intangibles. It also contributed to the work on spillovers from
intangibles and on austerity & recovery, focusing on the effects of government spending in an international input-
output framework.
http://www.spintan.net
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