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Welfare systems and labour market policies for economic and social resilience in Europe (WeLaR)
European Commission, Horizon Europe
September 2022 - August 2025
WeLaR is a three-year research project funded by the Horizon Europe Framework Programme that aims to examine
the impact of digitalisation, globalisation, climate change and demographic shifts on labour markets and welfare
states in Europe. WeLaR will not only improve the understanding of the individual and combined effects of these
trends, but also offer policy proposals helping to adapt welfare systems to these pressing challenges. The project's
ultimate goal is to assist in the creation of policies that ensure economic growth is distributed fairly across society
and generates opportunities for all. To achieve these goals, the WeLaR team will develop a new framework to study
the effects of the four megatrends on the labour market and the welfare state. It will integrate analysis of their
impacts on labour supply, demand and market matching, while accounting for the interactions among the four
megatrends and the mediating role of institutions and policies. WeLaR will use a mix of quantitative and qualitative
methods, as well as stakeholder engagement. The research is carried on by a consortium of 10 institutions from
seven European countries and is being coordinated by the Katholieke Universiteit Leuven (KU Leuven). wiiw’s
contributions address primarily intra-family time allocation of paid work and housework, atypical work and intra-EU
mobility patterns, the impact of offshoring and automation on the demand for typical and atypical jobs, and the role
of unions and policies for the quality of work.
https://projectwelar.eu/

Research Centre International Economics (Forschungsschwerpunkt Internationale Wirtschaft, FIW)
Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research
October 2013 - February 2025
wiiw is part of a consortium which is setting up a "Centre of Excellence on International Trade". It provides the
appropriate infrastructure and assistance for a research community in international trade. Thus it can achieve a
sustainable coordination among different research projects, research institutes and other activities in the broad
field of economics of international trade (FIW German abbreviation). This project will also create a network of
experts and asure the integration of international projects. The Centre of Excellence fulfils the following tasks: (1) to
develop a research programme which assists external political decisions and activities concerning the European
Union and other multinational organisations in a sustainable fashion, (2) to provides access to relevant databases in
an easy and transparent way, and (3) to encourage and enhance the development of know-how with regard to
foreign economic affairs in Austria. This Centre of Excellence will be an important source of information for the
research community in Austria, the Austrian government with regard to foreign affairs as well as the social
partnership. It collects and increases the knowledge of the given research institutes and provides it to the public in
a user-friendly manner.
http://www.fiw.ac.at/

Comparative Advantage in the Digital Era: New insights into trade in digital tasks and ICT capital
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
March 2021 - February 2023
Comparative advantage remains one of the basic principles of international trade theory. This also holds true in
times of globalisation and digitalisation. Taking into account the existence of international value chains and
productivity differences across countries, this project identified comparative advantage of EU member states in the
‘digital endowments’, comprising 'digital tasks' and ICT capital. A major finding of the research is that the
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Heckscher-Ohlin-Vanek theorem is capable of predicting endowment-based comparative advantage in 'digital tasks'
and ICT capital in the overwhelming majority of case. At the same time, the distribution of comparative advantage
across EU member states does not seem to follow a clear pattern, in the sense, that EU innovation leaders
necessarily have advantages in digital endowments as one might expect. Another hypothesis was conformed: in a
comparison between the EU and the US, the latter emerged as holding comparative advantage in digital tasks,
confirming the role of the US as a digital leader. Some of these results were also confirmed by additional
competitiveness measures such as revealed comparative advantages (RCAs). Furthermore, econometric analysed
showed that investment in R&D, in combination with industrial policies, are capable of shaping comparative
advantage were investigated.


