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Expertise on intra-EU mobility, free movement of workers and social security coordination – Support on
statistics and socio-economic analysis
European Commission, DG Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion
December 2025 - November 2029
The European Commission is seeking independent expertise to support its work in the areas of intra-EU mobility,
free movement of workers, the posting of workers, and social security coordination through in-depth research and
analysis, as well as to disseminate this expertise widely among experts and practitioners at the national level. wiiw
is part of a consortium with Milieu Consulting, led by HIVA (KU Leuven), and is responsible for several statistical
and analytical ad-hoc reports, providing in-depth econometric analyses on specific topics related to mobility.

Understanding people's views on fiscal policy
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
March 2026 - February 2029
This project aims at providing new evidence on how people understand fiscal policy. Beliefs, perceptions and
mindsets can have an impact on public attitudes towards fiscal policy. We will use state-of-the-art survey elements –
including vignette-based experiments, information provision experiments and open-ended questions – to measure
what’s on people’s minds when they think about fiscal policy. We will offer novel insights into how fiscal policy
beliefs are formed and how information affects policy views and preferences across the general population and
experts. By shedding light on the cognitive and normative frameworks people use when they think about fiscal
policy, this project will help to evaluate economic theories, address empirical discrepancies in the literature, and
inform evidence-based policy making.

Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 19095).

Public finances and climate change
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
October 2025 - September 2027
Against the background of predictions by climate scientists that temperatures and related extreme weather events
will continue to increase in the coming decades, the interest of academics and policy makers in understanding the
complex economic effects of climate change has grown. Events such as the flooding in mid-September 2024 after
the heaviest rain in decades in Central and Eastern Europe emphasise the threat posed by extreme weather events.
However, research on the complex nexus between climate change and public finances remains relatively
underdeveloped, with comparatively little research on the consequences for different dimensions of public finances,
including debt sustainability and sovereign risk. This project aims to close existing gaps in the literature by
providing new theoretical and empirical contributions that allow for a better understanding of the nexus between
climate change and public finances in Europe and beyond.

Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 19057).

A multi-country agent-based model for CESEE countries
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
October 2024 - September 2027
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The project develops a multi-country agent-based stock-flow consistent model designed to analyse various
macroeconomic scenarios in the region of the Central, East and Southeast European (CESEE) economies. Initially,
we will concentrate on the EU membership countries of the CESEE region. In subsequent steps, we aim to expand
the model by including other, non-EU, CESEE countries. Our goal is to create a comprehensive and flexible tool that
can be applied to the majority of CESEE countries covered by wiiw, taking account of the need for country-specific
adjustments, and eventually to provide quarterly forecasts for the region. Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the
Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 18988).

Labour Market Inequalities in Times of Structural Change
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
April 2024 - March 2027
The project addresses a number of crucial challenges faced by European labour markets at this testing time, when
there is a major structural shift in job characteristics, task composition, the required skill sets of workers and,
consequently, labour-market equality and efficiency. Different socio-demographic groups are adjusting to the
imminent shift at varying speeds, depending on their skills and competencies, the specific job tasks they fulfil, their
preferences for certain job characteristics, and the diverse obstacles, extent of discrimination and inequalities they
face on the labour market. This project aims to analyse how the structural shift in the task composition of jobs, the
job skill demands and the skill profiles of workers, as well as the labour-market challenges presented by the war,
impact on inequalities across socio-demographic groups (men/women, immigrants/natives, younger/older workers)
in a number of core labour-market outcomes.

Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 18934).

Green technologies: How are they created and regulated? What impact do they have?
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
January 2024 - November 2026
Climate change is a major concern in academia and policy arena. Whereas governments adopt various market
regulations to reduce the GHGs and increase consumer awareness, businesses define new objectives aiming at
reduction of pollution. Doing so, they innovate in green technologies to gain market shares by introducing new
climate neutral products also impacting on their productivity, efficiency, and energy efficiency. The proposed
research will comprehensively study determinants of such eco-innovations in Austria and the EU, and what impact
they have on firm performance. The proposed research will first study how eco-innovations are undertaken at the
firm-level by focusing on the role of firm-level characteristics such as productivity and quality of highly educated
and skilled labour as well as financing and credits. Moreover, it will study how such eco-innovations and green
technologies allow firms to become more energy efficient and more productive. Second, it will study how firms
adjust their production with green regulations to supply and export products with better quality. Third, it will
analyse how such novel green technologies are spurred in European regions by focusing on the role of Framework
Programmes (FP) and public policies directed at the EU level. The role of joint research collaboration among
inventors in different regions of the European Union, financing, funding, credits, and environmental regulations in
the EU and abroad will be the key factors under these investigations.

Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 18939).

EU-Asia relations: technological competition and trade policies in an era of regionalisation
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
June 2023 - October 2026
This project analyses various aspects of EU-Asia relationships with a focus on East and Southeast Asia. It addresses
two main aspects which characterise current global economic developments: a tendency towards competing
regional integration (‘regionalisation’) and fiercer technological competition. In a first module it analyses intra- and
interregional research collaborations of firms, the positioning of EU and East and Southeast Asian countries in
terms of the functional specialisation of global value chains, and technology spillovers from multinationals from
emerging East and Southeast Asian economies and multinationals from advanced economies to domestic EU firms.
The second module focuses on the roles of competing trade policy arrangements and technological complementarity
in regional vs. inter-regional integration processes, the impact of different trade policy designs on trade structures
in the context of industry-specific technology catching-up and leap-frogging, and global and regional competition
with respect to regulatory standards. The policy relevant conclusions with respect to innovation and trade derived
from the results will be summarised in a Policy Note.
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Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 18833).

Genetic innovation, intermediate goods and energy prices in an agent-based model
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
March 2023 - August 2026
Agent-based models have been receiving ever more attention in recent years. Especially since the crisis of 2008,
there have been calls for new research tools. Agent-based models are an interesting option: they allow study of the
behaviour of heterogeneous agents and the effects of such heterogeneity on the total economy. We propose
introducing three novel extensions to a state-of-the-art agent-based model: First, we allow for rich interactions
between industries by incorporating intermediate goods into the production process. Secondly, the model is
extended to enable a new way to model technological change (“genetic optimisation”). Thirdly, we propose to
account for the biophysical dimension by including energy usage as a factor of production.

Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 18830).

How can economic instruments of climate policy be directed through foreign direct investment?
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
October 2022 - June 2025
This project explores how policymakers can strategically harness foreign direct investment (FDI) to promote
innovation and the development of green and environmental technologies in the European Union. It comprises three
interconnected work packages and a policy note. The first work package examines the key factors shaping FDI
location decisions across regions and industries, emphasising the roles of regulatory distance – particularly through
non-tariff measures – and technological proximity between foreign investors and host regions. The second work
package investigates the impact of FDI on employment and productivity, both at the firm level and the regional-
sector level. It differentiates the effects on domestic firms from those on the entire sector, revealing that the
benefits of FDI are most significant when domestic firms possess sufficient absorptive and innovative capacity and
are linked to upstream foreign suppliers. The third work package focuses on the diffusion of knowledge and green
innovation through multinational corporate networks. It finds that the global innovation profile of an MNE group –
especially its parent and affiliates outside the EU – plays a decisive role in driving domestic green patenting,
provided there is technological alignment. The accompanying policy note translates these findings into actionable
recommendations for aligning FDI attraction with Europe’s innovation and sustainability objectives.

Funded by the Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank (Project No. 18800).
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