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Research Centre International Economics (Forschungsschwerpunkt Internationale Wirtschaft, FIW)
Austrian Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Research
October 2011 - February 2022
wiiw is part of a consortium which is setting up a "Centre of Excellence on International Trade". It provides the
appropriate infrastructure and assistance for a research community in international trade. Thus it can achieve a
sustainable coordination among different research projects, research institutes and other activities in the broad
field of economics of international trade (FIW German abbreviation). This project will also create a network of
experts and asure the integration of international projects. The Centre of Excellence fulfils the following tasks: (1) to
develop a research programme which assists external political decisions and activities concerning the European
Union and other multinational organisations in a sustainable fashion, (2) to provides access to relevant databases in
an easy and transparent way, and (3) to encourage and enhance the development of know-how with regard to
foreign economic affairs in Austria. This Centre of Excellence will be an important source of information for the
research community in Austria, the Austrian government with regard to foreign affairs as well as the social
partnership. It collects and increases the knowledge of the given research institutes and provides it to the public in
a user-friendly manner.
http://www.fiw.ac.at/
Entwicklung, Organisation, Durchführung und Evaluierung von Seminaren am Joint Vienna Institut (JVI)
Oesterreichische Nationalbank/Austrian Ministry of Finance
January 2020 - December 2020
wiiw drafts and organises seminars within the framework of the Joint Vienna Institute (JVI). These seminars are
targeted at decision-makers in the public sector from transition countries in Southeast-Europe and the CIS states
and are obliged to present and discuss relevant topics in economic policy issues. wiiw organises several seminars
per year and is responsible for their entire conception, organisation and choice of presenters.
Importance of Services Trade for the EU Economy and the Impact of Brexit (wiiw Team Leader)
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
January 2019 - September 2020
Services are a key sector of the global economy, accounting for the bulk of GDP in most countries and for a
significant share of global trade. The long history of economic integration created close ties between the UK and
rest of the EU that are not so easy to disentangle. In order to estimate the potential costs of Brexit it is important to
better understand the interdependency of the EU members’ economies with respect to services trade as a rise in
services trade cost post-Brexit would impact not only the UK services firms, but also services suppliers and
manufacturing producers in the EU. It is likely that some trade diversion will take place both in the UK and the EU,
resulting in reallocation of resources to less efficient firms and negative welfare effects. In our study we wish to
explore in detail the linkages between the UK and EU-27 economies with respect to services sectors and estimate
possible effects of Brexit for both the UK and the remaining EU members.
Belarus WTO impact assessment and export potential analysis (wiiw Team Leader)
EuropeAid
July 2019 - March 2020
The objective of this project is to support the Ministries of Economy and Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Belarus
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in its dialogue with the World Trade Organisation (WTO) on the accession process and to provide concrete
modelling results on the likely impacts arising from implementing the WTO commitments in the country. In addition,
taking due consideration of Belarus’s engagement in the Eurasian Economic Union, the identification of focus
markets shall encourage Belarus to participate more actively in the economic integration processes and to become a
fully-fledged member of the multilateral trading system.
Capacity building for Central, East and Southeast Europe: Joint Vienna Institute
Oesterreichische Nationalbank/Austrian Ministry of Finance
January 2010 - December 2019
For more than two decades, wiiw has been organising seminars within the framework of the Joint Vienna Institute
(JVI). These seminars are targeted at decision-makers in the public sector and at politicians from transition
countries in Southeast Europe and the CIS and are supposed to present and discuss relevant topics in economic
policy. wiiw organises four seminars per year and is responsible for their entire conception, organisation and choice
of presenters.
Studies in the Areas of European Competitiveness
European Commission, DG Growth
August 2014 - July 2018
The purpose of this framework contract is to provide the European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry, with
background studies concerning the competitiveness of European industries. These background studies are mainly
used for the preparation of the Commission’s European Competitiveness Report which is published annually in
order to provide analytical input to the policy debate on issues related to competitiveness and to underpin proposals
and recommendations regarding the Europe 2020 strategy and future enterprise policy.
Austria’s Economic Competitiveness in a Neighbourhood Context
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
August 2016 - July 2018
Since the Eastern enlargement of the EU in 2004, Austria has lost global export market shares. At the same time
exports to Central, East and Southeast Europe have gained a significant portion of Austria’s total exports. Moreover,
in recent years Austrian GDP growth has slowed down and unemployment increased. In this context our main
research question is whether the opening to the East had a structural lock-in effect for Austria’s economy. In a novel
approach on the territorial lock-in effect we will apply a multi-perspective view from a microeconomic (firm-level),
mesoeconomic (industry-level) and macroeconomic (country-level) perspective. As regards data, we will have
exclusive access to an update of the world input-output database including data for the Western Balkans. The new
data will add substantially to the project, the current discussion on Austria’s competitiveness and the development
of policy recommendations
Territorial challenges, potentials and impacts of transnational cooperation in Central Europe
Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE
February 2018 - July 2018
The project analyses the territorial challenges, potentials and impacts of the transnational cooperation programme
Interreg CENTRAL EUROPE (CE). It is divided into three tasks:
●
●

●

Identification of the main territorial challenges and needs of CE,
Analysis of the impacts and results of transnational cooperation in CE achieved by the CE 2007-2013 and the
Interreg CE 2014-2020 programme, illustrated by concrete case studies,
Outlook and conclusions on the future needs and potentials of transnational cooperation in CE.

Task1 analyses ten main challenges of the CE area, i.e. a) circular economy / environment, b) climate change, c)
demographic change / migration, d) digital economy, e) employment / skills, f) energy, g) globalisation /
competitiveness, h) governance, i) social situation / social risks and j) transport infrastructure / accessibility. For
each challenge the study identifies specific policy areas for which TNC has a high potential to promote regional
integration and development and analyses the TNC policy options to address them.
Task 2 analyses the achievements and results of the Interreg CE 2007-2013 the CE 2014-2020 programmes. The
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first part of the task includes a quantitative analysis of the financial, output and outreach and results data as well
as a qualitative analysis of the CE 2007-2013 programme’s results. The second part consists of a survey conducted
among 2007-2013 project participants and of 12 case studies providing an in-depth analysis of selected and
representative projects of the 2007-2013 period.
Task 3 summarises the results of assesses the key contributions of the CE programmes to tackle the CE region’s
challenges. It comments on the CE programme’s synergies with other EU policies, provides recommendations for
the upcoming call for projects of the Interreg CE 2014-2020 programme and gives an outlook of a potential focus of
a post-2020 CE programme.
Migration and Globalisation – Impacts and Interaction
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
March 2016 - March 2018
This project contributes to the current debate on the effects of immigration by considering how migration impacts
upon and interacts with other forces of globalisation. The project will largely focus on the EU-27 countries,
examining the impact of intra-EU and extra-EU migration flows on trade, FDI and off-shoring. The project will focus
on four major issues, namely: (i) the impact of immigration on (North-South) FDI flows; (ii) the relationship between
migration and services trade flows; (iii) the interactions between migration, trade and FDI flows; (iv) migration and
offshoring and their impact upon labour markets and inequality in EU economies.
The evolving composition of intra-EU trade over time
European Commission, DG Growth
January 2016 - July 2016
Global trade in goods and services was severely hit by the economic crisis in 2008, which initiated a pronounced but
short-lived trade collapse. Until 2011 trade flows recovered relatively quickly, but since then global trade in goods
has been rather anaemic. This development is partly the result of the low dynamics of EU-related trade which
accounts for a large share of global trade flows. Regarding intra-EU trade a strong increase in overall bilateral trade
intensities is observed. The process of EU integration before the crisis and differentiated growth patterns of goods
and services exports implied that exporting activities became slightly less concentrated across EU Member States.
However, specialisation dynamics implied an increasing geographic clustering and specialisation of goods and
services exports across Europe. These changes in the geographical patterns of intra-EU trade activities were mostly
driven by changes in the patterns of trade in the medium-quality segment which can be interpreted as a ‘climbing
up’ phenomenon of less advanced countries. Results from a gravity framework suggest a structural break of these
trends after the crisis. Another aspect of the increasing trade intensity is the role and magnitudes of intra-firm trade
and potential determinants thereof. However, research on this is hampered by a severe lack of data and only a few
insights can be gained, mostly for extra-EU trade. Results based on foreign affiliates’ trade statistics (FATS) data
indicate that intra-firm trade flows were responsible for more than half of total trade between the EU and the US in
2012. Results also suggest that intra-firm trade has been more resilient to the trade crisis despite the more difficult
global environment for foreign direct investment and export activities. Based on a gravity approach, overall EU
intra-firm trade is estimated to be lower, though these results need to be interpreted with caution. In a case study
based on Irish firm-level data it is shown that intra-firm trade accounts for 30% of exports and 25% of imports.
EU wholesale trade: analysis of the sector and value chains
European Commission, DG Growth
January 2016 - June 2016
The study examined the European wholesale sector from several perspectives. First of all an overview of size and
the economic significance of the wholesale was gained. As a second step the wholesale was seen as an economic
function that connects different sectors and countries to global value chains. And as a third level it was gone deeper
into the wholesale sector with a case study about the subsector ‘Wholesale of mining, construction and construction
engineering’ which was examined more precisely.
Energy efficiency and EU industrial competitiveness: energy costs and their impact on manufacturing
activity
European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry
October 2013 - November 2014
This study serves as a background report for the annual European Competitiveness Report of the European
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Commission (DG ENTR). The European Commission is currently in the process of preparing a new energy and
climate framework for the period up to 2030. For this purpose, DG ENTR has commissioned a study which should
provide a comparative analysis of the impact of changing energy costs on EU industrial competitiveness at country
and sectoral level, and vis-á-vis its main external competitors (the United States, Japan, China and Russia), with a
view to identifying future trends in production and energy efficiency strategies. While the recent gains in energy
efficiency in the EU manufacturing sector have been impressive, the gap in energy prices between the EU and the
USA has widened, which might potentially undermine EU industrial competitiveness, particularly in energyintensive sectors. To a large extent, the study relies on data from the latest version of the World Input-Output
Database (WIOD).
Study on the relationship between the localisation of production, R&D and innovation activities
European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry
December 2013 - May 2014
This study was based on empirical evidence, and helps to explain the link between innovation and geographical
dispersion at EU aggregate level. It examined (1) existing evidence on the drivers that determine the choice of
production location by a firm and, in particular, the role of innovation in that decision; (2) impact of production
location on research and innovation activities, in particular the level and the location of innovation activities of the
firm; and (3) consequences deriving from decisions regarding the location of firm innovation, as well as the impact
on innovation in the home economy and/or on access to markets. wiiw co-operated with IDEA Consult in this study
and contributed to the literature review, data analysis and case studies. The study was part of a framework contract
with DG ENTERPRISE on Industrial Competitiveness.
Trade Sustainability Impact Assessments between the EU and Armenia
European Commission, DG Trade
December 2012 - September 2013
The main objective of this project was a trade sustainability impact assessment (Trade SIA) in support of
negotiations of a Deep and Comprehensive Free Trade Area (DCFTA) between the European Union and the Republic
of Armenia, which is an integral part of the new association agreement. It consists of two complementary
components: (1) economic, environmental and social assessments using analytical tools and modelling techniques,
and (2) a consultation process involving trading partners and stakeholders (both in the EU and Armenia). The
project was led by Ecorys. wiiw was subcontractor of Stichting IIDE and contributed to the modeling of the effects
of a potential EU-Armenia DCFTA using a Computable General Equilibrium (CGE) model and the description of the
results in the report.
PRO PRACTICE - Facilitating the insertion in the labour market of graduates of higher education studies
in the economic field through internships at major Romanian and EU employers
European Science Foundation (ESF)
January 2012 - August 2013
The project has the overall objective of facilitating labour market insertion of 120 students in the economic field by
carrying out internships at regional and transnational level. Internships take place in three directions: (1) practice
in various functional departments with an economic profile within a large employer in Romania, (2) practice in
economic research entities specialised in economic research, applied and theoretical, (3) practice in business
consultancy activities. The students develop work skills, which increases their employability and the possibilities of
entering the labour market upon graduation. The project promotes the development of a partnership between
academia, companies - in various fields (retail and business consultancy) - and research institutions. The project
thus facilitates the transition from school to work in the context of the knowledge-based society. The project is lead
by the Bucharest Academy of Economic Studies. wiiw is project partner and provided eight internships for
Romanian students.
The development of EU and its Member States' external competitiveness
European Commission, DG Trade
August 2012 - March 2013
The objective of this work was to analyse the recent developments in the EU's external competitiveness updating
the study 'The Evolution of EU and its Member States' Competitiveness in International Trade' study from January
2009. This study considered the EU's relative position and thereby developments in rising emerging markets, but
also the effects of the economic crisis. wiiw worked on the services and value-added (WIOD) type indicators to flank
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the elements of the data analysis to be done by CEPII.
The world and Europe in 2030 (AUGUR)
European Commission, 7th Framework Programme
October 2010 - January 2013
The challenge of this project was to capture, within a set of scenarios, the characteristics and implications of a
variety of patterns that may occur in 2030 in all domains, be it political, economic, social, environmental or
technological in Europe and in the world. The project attempted to take stock of medium to long-term trends
identified in demography, environmental changes as well as to feature some of the effects of likely changes in
technology and behaviours, but it also took into account important institutional transformations. wiiw was one of
seven project partners and acted as the leader of a work-package on the effects if innovation and technology
diffusion on growth. wiiw contributed to the elaboration of policy scenarios for EU policy makers, designed to deal
with the different economic trajectories. In particular, wiiw contributed papers on foreign direct investment,
intellectual property rights, trade specialisation, trade in services and macroeconomic issues.
http://www.augurproject.eu
Globalization, Investment, and Services Trade - GIST
European Commission, 7th Framework Programme
September 2008 - August 2012
This research network was focused on international trade and foreign direct investment (FDI) in the service sectors
and aimed at integrating researchers within the network with the policy community (World Bank, WTO, Government
ministries). The focus of research in the network was: (i) Theory of cross-border trade and FDI, (ii) Trade, regulatory
interaction, and the political economy of integration, and (iii) Empirics of trade and FDI interactions. The project
was undertaken under the premise that services were of great interest and importance to both policy-makers and
businesses in Europe, and were a major factor in maintaining European growth and competitiveness over the
coming decades. The network was coordinated by Joseph F. Francois (University of Linz, Austria and wiiw).
http://gist.cepr.org/
Modelling the effects of free trade agreements between the EU and Canada, USA and
Moldova/Georgia/Armenia on the Austrian economy - model simulations for trade policy analysis
Austrian Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth
January 2012 - August 2012
This study examines the economic impact on Austria of three possible new EU free trade agreements: (1) an EU-US
agreement; (2) an EU-Canada agreement; and (3) an EU-Georgia/Moldova agreement. This is done with a
computational model of the global economy. The trade agreements are modelled as a mix of preferential tariff
reductions and reductions in non-tariff measures that affect both goods and services. The primary impact follows
from NTM reduction rather than tariff reductions. Of the three agreements, a potential agreement with the US is by
far the most important. This follows from the size of the US economy. The US accounts for roughly one-quarter of
extra-EU Austrian exports. Overall, the combined impact of the FTAs studied is positive. Most of the impact follows
from investment response. Productivity gains from NTM reduction mean a combination of increased national
income, higher wages, and employment, and increased capital stocks for the Austrian economy.
Trade integration in the CIS: Alternate options, economic effects and policy implications for Belarus,
Kazakhstan, Russia and Ukraine
Anniversary Fund of the Oesterreichische Nationalbank
January 2011 - July 2012
The study examines the effects of various trade agreements between CIS states on the conditions for trade (nontariff barriers and other administrative issues linked to trade) and also the economic impact these agreements have
through trade. Emphasis is placed on the sequence of trade agreements signed between Belarus, Russia and
Kazakhstan since the 1990s, which has recently culminated in a new Customs Union agreement. Furthermore,
potential effects if Ukraine joins the Customs Union and its WTO compatibility are estimated. In contrast with
recent research in this area, it is planned to estimate the non-tariff impact of these new agreements with an
econometric gravity model of bilateral trade at the industry level using more up-to-date data. Policy implications for
the economic integration of the region resulting from the analysis will be discussed as well.
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World Input-Output Database (WIOD)
European Commission, 7th Framework Programme
May 2010 - April 2012
WIOD aimed to develop databases, accounting frameworks and models for policy-makers who are facing increasing
and pressing trade-offs between socio-economic growth and environmental problems. The core of the database is a
set of harmonised supply and use tables, alongside with data on international trade in goods and services. These two
sets of data have been integrated into sets of inter-country input-output tables. Taken together with extensive
satellite accounts with environmental and socio-economic indicators, these industry-level data provided the
necessary input to several types of models used to evaluate policies aimed at striking a suitable balance between
growth, environmental degradation and inequality across the world. wiiw led two work packages in this project: (1)
WP2 „International Trade Data“ and (2) WP8: „Application of the database: Socio-Economic Aspects“. The institute
also contributed to WP3 „Estimation of inter-country input output tables“ and to WP5 „Satellite Accounts: SocioEconomic Indicators”.
http://www.wiod.org
Services and EU's external competitiveness (Competitiveness Report 2011)
European Commission, DG Enterprise and Industry
November 2010 - March 2011
This study serves as a background report for the annual European Competitiveness Report of the European
Commission (DG ENTR). It investigates the role of knowledge-intensive service sectors in the EU economies as
compared to other major economies such as the US and Japan. This is done from different perspectives pointing
towards the various trajectories that the phenomenon of ‘quarternisation’ (i.e. the structural changes of the
economies following ‘tertiarisation’) might take. Finally, we point towards the increasing role of service trade in
overall trade, relate it to the patterns of trade in high-tech manufacturing goods and the relative importance of
imported KIBS services in production costs and the increasing share of KIBS in value added exports.
http://ec.europa.eu/enterprise/policies/industrial-competitiveness/competitiveness-analysis/european-competitivenes
s-report/comrep2011_en.htm
Modelling the effects of trade policy and the transmission mechanisms of the economic crisis on the
Austrian economy
Austrian Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth
June 2010 - December 2010
The goal of this study was to take advantage of the demonstrated expertise in multi-sector multi-region modelling by
the project team, while re-focusing modelling tools to highlight issues important to Austria in the context of broad
changes in trade policy. wiiw proposed a model-based analysis of two sets of major regional EU trade initiatives –
possible Asian and trans-Atlantic trade agreements – on the Austrian economy. wiiw also examined a third possible
policy outcome – successful completion of the Doha Round. The EU and Canada have afterwards announced
negotiations for a free trade agreement, and so this analysis proofed highly policy relevant.
Austrian linkages to the European economy and the transmission mechanisms of economic crisis
Austrian Ministry of Economy, Family and Youth
June 2010 - November 2010
The goal of this project was to develop a new concept called ‘strategic fragmentation’ which is used to explore how
stronger interconnectedness between EU Member States could lead to lower vulnerability and hence to more
freedom of action in economic and foreign policy. The economic value of energy solidarity mechanisms and more
interconnection capacity between Member States was assessed and simulated numerically. For this purpose a
model of strategic fragmentation has been developed which yields costs and benefits of various policy concentration
options for EU Member States.
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