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Motivation

• Labor outflows have been large for 
some NMS.  

• NMS and recipient countries are 
concerned with the economic and social 
consequences of outward migration.

• Consequences might be greater in the 
future, when EU immigration policies 
expected to be relaxed.



In this paper, I try to address four main 
questions:

1.What does economic theory suggest for 
possible outcomes?

2.Do the NMS appear to be heading 
toward good or bad outcomes?

3.Is their outward migration experience 
unusual?

4.How important is outward migration in the 
overall convergence process?
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Overview
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I.  Theoretical Perspectives



Growth and Economic Geography

6



7

Figure 1.  Capital, Labor, and Convergence Between East and West
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