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The Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies (wiiw) 
First-hand expertise on Central, East and Southeast Europe 
 
For more than thirty years, The Vienna Institute for International Economic Studies 
(wiiw) has been a leading source of timely, in-depth information and unbiased 
analysis of the economies in Central, East and Southeast Europe. With 16 staff 
economists, who together are fluent in almost a dozen Central and Eastern 
European languages, wiiw keeps constant watch of the shifting process of changes 
in the transition countries, helping clients assess emerging economic trends and 
prospects, search for new business opportunities and reduce uncertainty in 
entering these increasingly important emerging markets.  

As a backbone for its core research, wiiw maintains and regularly updates four 
principal databases – Annual, Monthly, Industry and Foreign Direct Investment – 
that are among the best available. Now containing roughly 22,000 time series, the 
databases are prepared with a seasoned understanding of their sources and limits, 
integrated to be consistent over time and between countries and regions. Some 
time series go back as far as the early 1960s, two generations before the fall of 
Communism, often revealing trends and resources not captured by more recent 
research. wiiw databases are available both on CD-ROM and online via the 
Internet.  

wiiw economists are well prepared to make sense of the enormous changes taking 
place in the transition countries. From years of observation and in-depth analysis of 
the former command economies and with intimate knowledge of the region as well 
as contacts and research experience unequalled in the field, they know how to 
interpret the steps towards stabilization and restructuring, how internal and external 
pressures alike affect the changing behaviour of these markets and shape their 
rapid integration into the world economy.  

In addition to their country expertise, the wiiw staff economists specialize by area of 
interest, such as privatization, foreign trade and direct investment, labour markets, 
industry and agriculture, economic integration or specific industrial sectors. Staff 
and affiliate economists participate in international research networks and joint 
consultancies, and are available by contract also for special projects. Research 
results are issued in one of the Institute's series of regular publications (mostly in 
English) or jointly with international publishers. 

wiiw has a Reference Library that is one of a small number of significant collections 
in this field. The repository of the institute’s own research is also available to 
researchers' use in the library. 


